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The differing views have given this subject a cloud of obscurity and this has been helped
by the many names used, i.e. congenital word-blindness, congenital dyslexia, cortical
or subcortical dyslexia, specific developmental dyslexia. Dr. Macdonald Critchley's book
resolves the confusion. It is beautifully written and easy to read. With the authoritv
of one who has himself made many contributions he gives the neurologist's concept of
a specific reading difficulty. It is a scholarly book with over 350 references from the
Anglo-Saxon, German, French and Scandinavian literature. Even were one not to agree
with the entity of developmental dyslexia, the reader would find much to interest him
and excite his imagination. The arguments Dr. Critchley puts forward are closely reasoned
and concern the persistence into childhood, the peculiar and specifi, nature of the errors
made by these patients in reading and writing, the familial incidence and the frequent
association with other symbol-defects. There are good chapters on ophthalmological aspects
and on cerebral dominance. One's attention is held by some delightful quotations from the
literature and we all take a morbid curiosity in wondering whether Hans Christian
Andersen and King Karl XI of Sweden were dyslexic or not. Some American educationists
may be right in considering the dyslexic "a late bloomer" but not all clear up in adult
life. I would strongly recommend this little book to clinicians and all associated with
the problem of the poor reader. L. J. H.
TEXTBOOK OF ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY. By N. H. Pronko, Ph.D. (Pp. xxiii + 446;
figs. 25. 68s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1963.
IT is unusual for a textbook to be written in a conversational style that is reminiscent of
a monthly publication with a world circulation of several millions. This is refreshing and
effective in the narrative portions of the book, but tends to become tedious when it is
employed continuously. Rather naive rhetorical questions, such as that referring to the
mental state of a hypothetical man from Mars (p. 76) and the very frequent use of
"et cetera" (written in full) tend to irritate rather than stimulate thought.
The author clearly defines the aims of his book in the preface. He is dissatisfied with
present-day theories of causation in mental illness, and justifies the rather unusual collection
of subject matter in some chapters on the grounds that grouping certain behavioural facts
will provide pointers to newer and different questions that may be more fruitful in the
future. Physicians will have reservations about this attempt to relate phenomena on
a behavioural basis when they see aphasia dealt with in the chapter on hysteria. His
description of a case of aphasia with brain injury would seem to have been more
appropriate in chapter 3. The author quotes extensively, and in places at length, from
a section of the literature on modern behavioural psychology, supported by numerous
case descriptions. He also draws on the descriptions of poets and novelists in much the
same way that the economic historian regards similar data as confirmatory evidence of
social trends. The chapter on schizophrenia is noteworthy for its historical perspective
of theories of causation, both old and new, but the chapter on "obsessions--compulsions,"
lacks clarity for want of a satisfactory definition initially of what is being considered.
For instance, what is described as command automatism to television would be regarded
in Europe as a novel form of echopraxia. Had the author made clear at the beginning
of the chapter instead of at the end, that his grouping of conditions depended on behavioural
situations rather than on a disease or state, his purpose might have been clearer.
The extent of the bibliography is an index of the very considerable amount of work
that was involved in writing this book. In the reviewer's opinion it will be of most
value to postgraduates who can appreciate the differences between trends in the United
States and this country in the ways in which attempts are being made to throw new
light on abnormal mental processes. The statistically-minded would be most acutely
aware of these differences.
The book is worthy of a place in a library. It is a serious study from a definite.
standpoint, and in addition provides many useful summaries and references to theory. J. G.
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